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than any that we have touched upon, a group-
ing that takes us half-way back towards the
centre by drawing a meridian round the sphere
of art and dividing it into eastern and western
hemispheres. Eastern art is predominantly
idealistic, western art predominantly realistic.
To make full demonstration of this differentia-
tion, that touches the observant student of the
world's art from a thousand angles, would
require a volume with numerous illustrations.
It will serve the simply indicative purpose
of this book to refer here only to the art of
painting for which the necessary materials are
common, and in which a temperamental bent
will find the path of least resistance in the
choice of materials suitable to the expression
of that bent.

Originally painting was used only for the
decoration of architecture and sculpture even as
colour is used today to embellish the elaborate
carvings on the wooden buildings of Japan.
When painting took up an independent
existence it was still bound to walls in the
form of frescoes. This particular method is
one which calls for complete realisation of
purpose in advance, perfect judgment, infallible